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Dear Mr. Str8us8:

d
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Your letter of liay10, 1957 to the ChairU% Mllit~qLiaiso~ ..
Comittee indicatedthat the C~ssion is comeideriagthe use of
T80ngi Atoll for the purposeof comductiagmacl~r OXperhSntS.” your
letterrequested●Departaemtof Defeaeeopiaionas to the iesirabilim
of such use of Tamgi Atoll,● statenmt of the Department’s●bility
to supportthe ●lditioml site and comcurreaceIn arransememtafor Its
use.

The Departmenta~ees that thereare some very desirablefestures : L-4 W“
ia the proposal,particularlyvithiegud to the reduced probabil~ty
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J* of fallout-oreinhabitedareas. These featureewere consideredin .>.-~ “

1

relationto the imitialcoat of placimg.theAtoll i= operationamd
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the ●dditlomalcost involvedi= the Depmtmemt’8 supportof ● mew
s’:* teat site.
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In view of the ●lreadyhigh estimatedcostsof the ●

. Department’sshareof the Hardtackprogram,we ●re lookimgforways t6
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reduce,rather than to increase,costs. Consideratlonms ●lso give=
a to the likelypublicreactionto ●n amaouncementthat am ●dditional
~y.? * test site had been obtainedin the face ef an ●pparestiateraatioaal
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trend towardlimitationof testing.

Q;- On the basis of theseconsiderationthe Departmentof Defense 1
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has concludedit wuld not be desirableto undertakethe proposed I
use of TaongiAtoll ●t this time.
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Sincerely~our8, .
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